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nineteenth century frantically tried to see a contract, has created 
a mass of law fundamentally different in its concepts from the 
law of domestic relations. 

Max Rodin. 

The Supreme Court in United States History. By Charles 
Warren. Little, Brown, and Company, Boston. 1922. 3 vols. 
pp, ix, 540, x, 551, x, 532. 

The Supreme Court of the United States has played a larger 
part in national history than is admitted by those historical accounts 
which regard national unity as a spontaneous growth toward a pre- 
destined goal. There could be no more effective means of dis- 
pelling the idea that economic and physical forces alone were 
responsible for the creation of a nation from a confederation of 
United States than this book by Mr. Warren. The activities of 
the Supreme Court are here described in their contemporary set- 
ting, recreated through liberal use of press and private comment 
as to causes, counsel and judges. To this is added accurate anal- 
ysis of the legal problems and of the political factors which so 
often made the decision of an apparently minor point a matter 
of vital national import. With this background, the drama of 
national development appears, the Supreme Court acting as Greek 
Chorus, being in turn critic, authoritative interpreter of the law, 
pointer out of transgressions, and thus, indirectly, a potent con- 
structive force. 

The primary purpose of this book is thus admirably fulfilled. 
In addition it is always readable; nowhere more so than in those 
sections where otherwise the background might seem to obtrude 
into the foreground because of the extensive use of contemporary 
material. The general effect is such that, while agreeing with 
Mr. Warren in his conclusion that the developments in Supreme 
Court activity in the past twenty years may still be too recent for 
adequate critical review, one hopes that there may be some later 
supplementary discussion of their undoubtedly great influence upon 
present national life and policy. 

Ruth R. Lange 

Uniform State Laws in the United States. Fully anno- 
tated. By Charles Thaddeus Terry. Baker Voorhis & Co., New 
York, 1920. pp. 688. 

Professor Terry is a brilliant teacher and an eminently suc- 
cessful practitioner. This is his first book, and those who might 
have expected a different type of publication from a jurist so well 
endowed, will none the less receive gratefully a compilation that 
serves so good and practical a purpose. The twenty-three statutes 
printed here have all been approved by the National Conference 
of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws. We find a list of the 
states that have adopted them with the date and the citation of 
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the Compiled Statutes and after each section of the law a selec- 
tion of cases in which the section has been interpreted. 

The main purpose of the book is doubtless to acquaint the 
bar and legislative committees with the text of the uniform stat- 
utes as far as these have been approved. It is extremely conven- 
ient to have all of them in a single volume and it will unques- 
tionably lighten the labors of those who seek to advance uniform 
legislation in their respective states. 

However, if the Commission and the compiler wish to do really 
effective service to the cause they have at heart, it will be neces- 
sary to subject the book to a thorough revision. Professor Terry, 
in his preface, deprecates criticism of inaccuracies, and it seems 
churlish not to accord him the indulgence he bespeaks. But a 
work of this nature is of little value if misprints and incorrect 
references abound. And one can only say that the book is full 
of them. So (p. 307) the year in which California passed the 
Bills of Lading Act should be 1919, not 1915, and it ought to have 
been stated in the following tables that the act forms part of the 
Civil Code, Sections 2126-2132 C. 

Section 32 of the Uniform Sales Act is given in its original 
form without the least indication of the fact that the Commis- 
sioners have recommended an alternative form in those jurisdic- 
tions which wish to pass both the Sales Act and Bills of Lading 
Act. 

Texas passed the Negotiable Instrument Law in 1919, and 
should therefore not be included (p. 18) with the jurisdictions that 
have not done so. Again, New Jersey has only in part and with 
changes of wording passed the Annulment of Marriage and Di- 
vorce Act, a fact that ought to have been noted on p. 294, as the 
preface (p. vi) says would be done. 

Misprints, such as citing Fitch v. King, as 116 N. W. instead 
of 116 N. E. (p. 416) or Shedondy v. Spreckels as 9 Cal. 198 
instead of 9 Cal. App. 198 (p. 279), although annoying, can be 
readily enough corrected. But a much more serious matter is 
the method of citing cases. 

In the preface, pp. v and vi, we have the statement that we 
shall find "a full citation of decisions in all the states interpreting 
the act," and again, "every decision which interprets that section 
so far as it has been passed upon by the courts of any state which 
has adopted that Act." It is plain that the author does not really 
mean this; he cannot really have intended to give an exhaustive 
list of the cases. But it is evident that he means that these cases 
avowedly interpret the particular section of the statute to which 
they are appended. Now, in a large number of cases, the cases 
were decided before the Act was passed and therefore do not 
interpret the Act at all. To take instances almost at random, the 
following cases, for the obvious reason noted, have nothing to do 
with the statute: Smith v. Hirst, 163 Pac. 334 (p. 145) ; Seely v. 
Stoltz, 163 Pac. 681 (p.149) ; Skogness v. Seger (N. D.) 160 
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N. W. 508 (p. 237) ; Shedony v. Spreckels (Cal.) 99 Pac. 535 
(p. 279) ; Fitch v. King, 279 111. 62 (p. 416) ; Fletcher v. Fletcher 
(Mich.) 163 N. W. 488 (p. 416). A particularly striking example 
is the fact, that although California has not passed the Uniform 
Stock Transfer Act, five California cases are cited to interpret 
the provisions of that act. 

If the author meant the citations to be merely illustrative of the 
law of the subject, whether codified in the Uniform Acts or not, 
this might pass. But in his preface he expressly says he is not 
doing that. If we are dealing with statutory interpretation, such 
cases, as every one has occasion to discover, are of dubious value. 
It means merely that the arduous and ungrateful task of finding 
and verifying references has not been well performed in this book, 
and in a new edition the first duty of revision should be to make 
good this serious defect. 

Max Radin. 
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